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Form RC/URC
(Jun 2026)
Application for Establishment of University Research Centres
	Notes: 
1. All information and personal data provided in connection with this application, together with the subsequent assessment information, may be made available to various parties concerned for the purposes of grant application, research project monitoring and administration, and other related activities.
2. Applications should be sent to RIO via DRC to S/FRC, which should give detailed comments.
3. A website for the approved research unit should be created within 3 months from the commencement of the 3-year project.
4. Research institutes/centres/labs are subject to the guidelines governing the University Research Centres with Funding Support from the Central (Category 1) under the Guidelines for Establishment and Management of Research Centres. Please refer to Appendix 6(a) of the Handbook for Projects and Grants for details.  




	A. General Information 

	

	1.
	Name of the Research Centre 

	
	English: 
	(Joint) Research Institute / Centre / Lab* for
	

	
	Chinese:  
	
	(聯合) 研究院 / 中心 / 實驗室*

	
	

	2.
	Nature of the Research Unit 

	
	☐ Science/Engineering                                                     ☒ Non-Science/Engineering 

	
	

	3.
	Details of the Director

	
	Prof. / Dr / Mr / Ms*
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Surname
	
	First Name

	
	Department:
	
	 Post:
	

	
	

	4.
	Is this a research unit jointly established with renowned overseas university(ies) or organization(s)*?

	
	☐ Yes (please go to Q.5)                                                          ☐ No (please go to Section B)

	
	

	5.
	Location of the Research Unit 

	
	☐ Hong Kong-PolyU 
	

	
	☐ Others, please specify:
	

	
	

	6.
	Details of the Partner University(ies) / Industry Partner(s)

	
	

	
	Name of the Partner University(ies) / Industry Partner(s)

	Location 
(For Mainland China, please specify the municipality)
	For university, please provide ranking#

	
	(i)
	
	
	

	
	(ii)
	
	
	

	
	(Please add/delete row(s) as appropriate)

	
	

	7.
	Has PolyU entered into a collaborative agreement with the Partner University(ies) / Industry Partner(s) for the joint establishment of this Research Unit?

	
	

	
	☐ Yes
	(Please include a copy of the agreement in this application form.)

	
	☐ No
	The planned timeline to sign a collaborative agreement with the Partner University(ies) / Industry Partner(s): ______________________________________
(If the proposal is awarded, the partner university/industry partner will be required to enter into a Collaborative Agreement at the institutional level using the agreement template provided by PolyU, prior to the funding injection.  A supporting letter is required at the time of application.)


	
	*
	Please delete where appropriate.



	B. Details of the Research Unit



1. Background (Describe the background of setting up the Research Unit)
	



2. Vision and Strategic Values of the Research Unit
	















3. Management Structure 
	
















4. Track Record of Collaboration between the Proposer and the Partner University(ies)/ Industry Partner(s)
	












5. Collaboration Plan (Include elaboration of how the deliverables stated in Section D can be achieved.)
	















6. Research Team Composition
For PC and each Co-I, please attach a two-page CV in standard RGC format. 
	Title
	Name (Post)
	Unit/Department 
	University/Industry Partner
	Role^

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


(Please add/delete row(s) as appropriate)
^ There should only be ONE Project Coordinator (PC) and a maximum of TEN Co-Investigators (Co-Is) or Collaborators. There is no limit on the number of research members. 

	7. Expected Commencement Date:
	
	(dd-mmm-yyyy)

	(The start date of the project must be within 6 months upon receipt of the notice of award. If the project fails to commence within the stipulated period, the award will be nullified.)






	C. Budget Plan



Funding support of up to $2.5 million per year for 3 years, i.e., up to $7.5 million in total, will be provided to a successful proposal. This amount includes any Matching Fund from the Faculty/School/Department, if applicable. Proposals with matching funds from the Faculty/School/Department will receive priority consideration. 

(i) Fund Requested

	· Funding requested from the University Central:
	HK$ 

	· Matching fund requested from the Faculty/School※:
	HK$ 

	· Matching fund requested from the Department※:
	HK$ 

	Total Amount:
	HK$ 

	
	


※ Details and Approval of Other Sources of Fund for Supporting the Proposal (e.g., DEA, Faculty Reserve, etc.)

	Details
	Name of Budget Holder
	Signature

	
	
	

	
	
	



(ii) Budget Breakdown

The funding provided by PolyU should be used in Hong Kong in the form of a 3-year research project and cannot be transferred to the partner university(ies) / industry partner(s). 

	Funding to be used in PolyU

	Item
	Year 1
HK$
	Year 2
HK$
	Year 3
HK$
	Total
HK$

	Manpower 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Equipment
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	General Expenses
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Conference Attendance
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Operational Budget (maximum of 10% of the total budget)@
	
	
	
	

	Total:
	
	
	
	



@  This budget can be utilized for all non-research operational activities, including but not limited to staff development, event organization, hospitality and meals with guests, as well as other miscellaneous administrative and operating expenses. If the allocation of funds under the operating budget exceeds the specified amount, University Research Centres are required to seek approval from the RC Chairman or an authority one level higher.




(iii) Justification and Details of each Budget Category / Item:
	


















	D. Planned Deliverables of the Project



Please put a “” in the appropriate boxes and provide the details of the deliverable(s).

It is planned that the following items will be delivered upon completion of the project:


	Item
	Details (State estimated timeline, amount, number, sources, etc.)

	

	
	Joint/Dual PhD Programme(s)
(For partner universities, it is highly preferable that the collaborations would lead to the establishment of joint/dual PhD programmes.)

	







	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Matching Fund to be provided 
	





	
	by the Partner University/ Industry Partner to the Joint Research Unit 
	

	
	
	

	
	Space to be provided by the 
	

	
	Partner University/Industry Partner to the Joint Research Unit (please specify the size in square meter and location) 
	

	
	
	

	
	Facilities to be provided by 
	

	
	the Partner University/ Industry Partner to the Joint Research Unit
	

	
	
	

	
	Large Competitive Research Grant(s)
	






	
	
	

	

	
	Patent Application(s)/
Intellectual Property
	






	
	
	

	

	
	Income (please state sources and amount)
	







	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Knowledge Transfer
	







	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Others. Please specify below:
	







	
	
	






Submitted by:
	
Signature
	
	
	
Date
	

	
	(Principal Investigator)
	
	
	

	
Signature
	
	
	
Date
	

	
	(Co-Investigator)
	
	
	

	
Signature
	
	
	
Date
	

	
	(Co-Investigator)
	
	
	



(Please add / remove extra row as appropriate.)

	E. Endorsement of Departmental Research Committee (Not applicable to SD/SFT/SHTM)


· DRC should ensure that all the required information for this application is provided.
· DRC should provide detailed comments on the proposal, in particular, on how well it is in line with the research strategies/foci of the University. 
	
	
	
	The DRC has checked that all the required information for this application form is provided. 
(Please put a tick in the box on the left to indicate that the DRC has done so.)


	
	
	

	Detailed comments:

	







	Signature
	
	
	Date
	

	

Name
	
	
	
	

	
	Chair, Departmental Research Committee
	
	
	




	F. Endorsement of Faculty Research Committee/School Research Committee (For SD/SFT/SHTM)


· S/FRC should ensure that all the required information for this application is provided.  
· S/FRC should provide detailed comments on the proposal, in particular, on how well it is in line with the research strategies/foci of the University. 

	
	
	The S/FRC has checked that all the required information for this application form is provided. 

	
	
	(Please put a tick in the box on the left to indicate that the S/FRC has done so.)


	Detailed comments:

	






	Signature
	
	
	Date
	

	

	
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	
	

	
	Chair, School/Faculty Research Committee
	
	
	






	G. For RIO’s Use




	Application received on:
	
	




	Funding Source from Central:
	
	Financial Support for Non-PAIR Research Centres

	
	
	

	
	
	Mainland/GBA Research Funding Scheme 

	
	
	

	
	
	Financial Support for Overseas Joint Research Centres 

	
	
	

	
	
	Others: _________________________________________________
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